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If you Recode into Different Variables, you retain access to the original variable values 
if you want to go back and examine or use that original variable in an analysis. If you 
Recode into Same Variables, those original values are gone from the saved data file.

In the example that follows, we will collapse categories for a Class Year variable and 
do so using Recode into Different Variables. Recoding into Same Variables follows the 
same process except that you are not specifying a new variable, just recoding the values 
in the existing variable.

Imagine you look at your class year data and notice that you have very few “seniors” 
and “others” relative to the other categories. Depending on your hypotheses, it might 
make sense to place seniors and others into the same value (category) as juniors. In other 
words, you are recoding in a way that puts others, seniors, and juniors in the same cat-
egory; they would all be represented by the same numerical value.

Once you click on Transform and then Recode into Different Variables, you will want 
to move the variable classyr into the Numeric Variable → Output Box. You will also 
need to provide a Name and Label for the Output variable (to save screenshots, this has 
already been done for you; see Figure 10.14). We have named the new variable Class 
YearRecode and have labeled it Class Year Recoded.

You then press “Change” under these labels and the output variable will be speci-
fied in the numeric expression box. Next, you need to specify how you want the values 
recoded. You next click on the box titled “Old and New Values.” You also need to check 
to see what values you originally used (do this in Variable View). For class year in this 
data file, 5 = other, 4 = senior, 3 = juniors, 2 = sophomores, and 1 = first year students.

FIGURE 10.14	 Recode Into Different Variables for Class Year


